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SUEX3JT: Coordination

m: Director

HEADQUARTERS

JOINT TASK FORCE SEVEN
WASHINGTON 25,D.C.

of Draft Letter

Division of Biology and Medicine
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
1901 Constitution Avenue
Washington 25, D.C.

1. Attached hereto is a draft of a letter which this head-
quarters proposes to send to the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office.
Copies will be distributed to the agencies indicated. It is requested
that you return this draft to this headq~arters on or before 28 June
with any comments or sug~estions which you wish to s~bmit.

2. Another copy of this draft letter has been mbmitted to
General Fields, D!!A,USAEC, for his comments~

FORTEE COM!’%NDER:

r

1 Incl
Draft letter
to SFOO

50008018-r -d

%. McGINLEY
Major General, U.S. hny
Chief of Staff
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SUi3JECT: Responsibilities for Care and Mapoai$ion Of I!lativoInhabitants
of Rongelap and Utlr$.k Atolls

Toa Manager
Santa ?0 OpOmtiona Offico
Box 5400
Albuquerque, New !iCXit30

1. I&. James E.” Iieevos of your agmey telephoned this headquartora

16 June and dlocuawi with ColonelByara,J-3 Division,HeadquartersJ’TF

SEVEXS the etatue of Mr. Thomae A. Hamlison as representativeof Gemml

Clarkson on mattem concerning the care and diapmltion of evacuated m=

tives. The question 20 pertinent sinaeyou aseumedon 2 Junefull r88pon-

eibilityfor all AEC mattere pertaixdng to tho Pacific Provhg Grounds.

2. On U Kay 1954, CINC?ACFZTxwquestedCJTF SEV~ to addse that

agency of the name of the pereon who would represent CJTP SEVENh tho

?oruati Axwa ●fter the personnel of Headquarter, JTF S- returned to

%aetigton. In order to avoid the necessity of leaving IndefMtely at

Eniuetok a ●taff officer of this headquarter, CJTF SEVENdeuigmtod Xr.

Hardieon Ma repreem~tlve at Ddwetok in eonneotion with the diepoaltion

of native

Kuajalti

to ●ct 80

inhabitants of Ibngelap and UtirlkAtolls. Mr. Hardison visited

and Uajum Atone

representativeof

8eveml tifae8

CJ’TF mm in

and me em.lnantly well-qyalifhd

thla matter.

>. Aa you know, the native inhabitants of UtirLk Atoll have been -,

turnedfmm Kwajaleti to their home island. ‘he native inhabtmta of

Rongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a period of aboutone

5NHHH13
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J-3/
SUBJECT; Reaponsibillties for Care and Mspmitlon of Hativo Inhabitant

of Rongelap and IYtirik Atolls

~ear on E$lt Ieland of Ua$aro Atoll, wldlo tho mdloactivo e~adnatlon

of Bongalap deaaya to ●ccoptablo levola. It is not now oontaaplated that

extensive conetruution or repair nill b. neceeaary on Rongehp Ielmd whm

the lahabitantaof that atollare returnedto theirhome. Consequently

it Is doubtfulthat Holmesand l?arwr,Ins., and tho AEC ResidentEngimer

at rhiwetokwill be calledupon to take further action in r8gard to the

car. and dispositionof the natives. Mr. Hardieon ls, therefore, relieved

of any responsibility ●s CJTP SEVENrepresentative in thti =tter. Tho

Commander, Task Group 7.2 ~ represent CJTF SEVENat Wuetok on any .

problemwhichndght arlacin regzmito tho natives,

4. Tho reapalbilities of interested agenciee for the continued

care and dlsposltim of the natives of Rongelap and Uthl.k Atone are dc-

Moated for your information as follows:

●. CIHCPAC has overall rosponalbilMyunder the Depatiment of

Defame for tho uornpletion -of the project for tho restoration of Atolls,

with AEC assistance, and for the return of inhabitant* CINCPACdelegated

to CINCFACPLT its roaponeibiMtyin this aonnectirm.CIHCPACFLTinstructed

COWAVSTAKR%Jto mordiaato and ●ct aa its loaal representativein tho dte-

charge of CIXCPACPLT reaponsibilitlos in mnneation with the diaphced na-
.

tives. CO.!E?AVSTAKWAJdesignated UIR Robort W. Walls tho

to represent CINCPACPLT intoreste.

b. The routinewelfareand oareof all Marehall

●ro continuingresponsibilitloo of the High Comahdoner,

of the Paolfie Islands, as agent for Department

Projeot Offiaor

:sland nativoa

mat Tmritox7

of tho Interim.

2
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J-31
SUEMEET: Reeponsibilitieafor Care and Dispositionif Native Inhabitants

of ltongelapand LMrik Atolls

c. Tho Division of Biology and Medicine, AEC, ~continue to ‘

mnitor the physical uondition of the nativeinhabitantsof Bongel&puid

Utlri.kAtolls uho wers exposedto radioactive contaminationm a reatik “

of the first ahot of the CASTLEseriest Parties of medical and radsafo

personnelunderthe cUection of Dlvlsionof Biologyand Medicine,AX,

will timitthe nativesand the atolh concernedperiodicallyin order to

observethe medicalprogreaa of the natives and to aecertain the ●arliest

possiblet~ for the return of &he Eongelapnatives& theirhomss. The

first tisit of this AEC-sponsored groupi6 pbmd for Augustor Septea!ber

of this year. Representativesof thisheadquarterswill ●ccompanythe

ME part~.

d.- JTF SEVZ?4naturallyhas a conttiuing interestin

JTF SIIVD4has fumiahed fundsto pay certainmdical expenses

thiu fnattar.

for the natives

whileat Kwajalein,for the procurementof Ilvestoakto replaaethat lost

as a result of the eontadnatlon,for the aonatmationof a tefapora~vil-

lage at Majuro Atoll, for the purchase of food and clotMng ●ujJj)lhe $ and

for otherpurposes. JTF SEVENwUl continue to pmtide funds for the pro=

vloionof food for the Rongelapnativeswhile they are at H@uro and will

pay for Inltlalfood steakswhen they are returnedto thairhomes. CTO

7.2- repmsmt CJTF SEVEN at Eniwetokin concoctionwith disposition

of Utirik and Rongelap nat%vea in the evmt any problems arise uhichaan

and met be handled at the Paaific ProvingGrounds.

5. Smta Fe OperationsOffice haa no routinerospofuibilltiesfor

3
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J-31
SUBJECT; ResponaibUltiea for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabltanta

of Rongelapand UtlrLkAtoll.

the continued Cite and diqoeition Of theao natiV080 ThO •~tiOn Of th
,.,.- .

teaporar7 tigc at Ma$uw mdor th- ●aporrlsionof Mr. Hardisonuas p-
:*. ”.

fo=d with prozptneaa and efficiency. Aocording to reports rwelvod hero,

the oonstruotion

~. fiXdiSO(’1and

?OR THE

Copy Furnlahed:
CII’JCPAOFIS

&a excellent. The anaiatancm and woporation pxwidad b~

his a88iatants18 greatlyappreciated.

coMhLiNDEEt
1

IL WuNxE
Major General,

00MNAVSTAKWA$ Chief of Staff
Hr. T.A. Haxdiaon,USAW, JMuetok
CTi2 7.2, Miwetok
HICOUTERPACIS- Mr. mark Mldkiff
Mr. GeorgeSpelgel, Dept of Stat.
DIJA, AEC - Lt Col Greenberg
DM, AEC - Dr. John Bughor

Us. Army

5ooo80b
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JTF-7
Washington25,D.C.

J-3/729*3 6 Jul 19$4

WBJEZT; Responsib13Atiesfor C~e and I)ispositim of Native Inhabitants -
o“ Rongehp snd WMrik Atom

m Manager,SantaFe OperationsOffioe,P. O. Box SW, AIbuq~~

1. Hr. James E. Reeves of your •~ncy telephmed tMs hadquartere 16 June and
ChCUS sed with Colonel~s, J-3 Mvisiox),mS&#WtfH ~-?, the Status of

I&. ThomasA. HanMon so representativeof (leneriiClarksonon matters emc8rnlng
the care and disposition of evacuated natives. The question is pertinent einoe
you assumed on 2 Jum full responsibilities for all MC rotters pertaining to
the pacificProvingUrulnds,

2Q On lb Xq 19sb, CINCPACFLT requestedCJTP-7 to whlse that agemy of the
name of the perstn who would represent CJTF-7 In t M Fomard Area after the
persmnel of Headq-ers, JTF-7 retuxned to W&shington. In or~ to avoid the
necessity cf leaving itieftnitdy at Eniwetok as taff offi~ of tbl.s hed-
quartere,CJ?F-7deelgnated ?4r. F?ard@on his representat%=at Eniwetokla
aonnection uith the dispositi,cnof nativeinhabitantsof ROngel= ad Utlrik
Atolls. W. HardlsonvisitedKwajaleln and HajuroAtollseeveraltim?smd
uas eminentlywell-qu~if’ledto act as representatlvoof CJT’F-7in thismatter.

3. AS mu know,the nativeinhabitantsof UtirikAtoll havebeen retuxmui
fromKwajaleinto thir home Libind. The native 5nhabltsnts of Row@ap
Atoll have been te~orarily rdxated for a periodaf about one yearon E3M
Islandof l!!uroAtoll,while tie radioactivecontaminateon of % clapdecays
to acceptatielevels. It te not now contemplated that extensivecomtxmtlon
or repair will & neoessaryon Ro clap Island when the Inhabitantsof that

T●toll ~ ~turnedto theirhaaes. onsequently,It is doubtfulthatHobms
and N~, hC., and th AW Resident ~tieer at Enimtok will be tied
upon to W. furtbr action An ngard to the careand disposition of the
natives. Nr. Hardison is, therefore, relieved of any responsibility as CJT?-7
representativein this matter.

4. The responsibilitiesof interested
dlepoaitionof thenativeeof Rongelap
your informationas follows~

a~enclesfor the continuedcareand
and UtirikAtoUs -e delineatedfor

●. CZNCPAChas overallrenonsibilityunderthe DOD for the Completim
of the pro$ect for the zwtoration of atolls, with AEC asulstance, and fbr th
retuxn of inhabltanta. CINCPACdelegatedto CINCPACFLTits resoonsibilit~la
this conmotlm. CINCPACFLT Instructd COMNAVSTAKWAJto coordinateand act
as its localrepresentativein the dischargeof CINCPACFLTresponslbllltios
in connectionwith the displacednatlvw. COHNASTAKWAJdesignatedLCDR
RobertE’.Wellsthe Project Officerto mpreeent CXWPACFLT interests.

b. The routinewelfareand care of allMarshallIslandnativesaro
continuingresponslbfiities of the Eigh Commissimm, Trust kri~~ @~~ 6
the Pad’ic Islands,as agentfor Departmentof the Interior.
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c. The MvSeion of EUolo~ and ?!edioine~AEC~ W oon~uo to mmt$or
the physical eondltlon of the natim inhabitants of ~elap md Utlrlk AWUS
who were ●xpoaed to radioactive ooutamimticn ae s reedt of the -tlrat shot of
the CASTLEserimo Parties of nedlcal and radmfe peramml uxxier *e dlrectlm
of &tion of Biology and Medicine, MC, w5U vlait the nati-n ml the ●tolls
ooncezned periodically h Aar to obuerm tlm nmilcal progrcm of the natims
and b ascertain tb earltest possible t- for the return of We kmgelap
natives to their km. The first viett of thtsAEO+ponsored~up is plumed for
Augustor Septeuberof this~ar. Representativesof W a headquarterswl13#
accaap~ the AEC -y.

d. JT?-7natm~ has s continuinginterestin thismatter. JTP-7
has Mnislmd funds to pay oertaln radical ●xpenses for the natives while &t
Kw+lein, for the procurmetrt & l%veetock to n~ace that lost ●a 8 mmlt

of th corltamlnation#for the oon8tructionof ● talporu’yWll&ge at M@rO
Atoll,for the purchase& food and doth.ing●xppltes,and for otlmr~-s.
JZF-7 wfll omtlme to prowide funds for the provlaion of food for *
Bon@lap natiToswhilethey am at H@urc and willw for $nitialfood stocks
whn *ey -e returnedb theirhomes. (X0 7.2 willremsent CJTF-7*
Enlwetok5n coxmecthn tiththe deposition of U*ik and bgelap natives8
in the ● vent any protLm arises which can and mast ~ haxiled at the Paclf%o
ProYing (3XWaxxie●

% Smta Fe OperatlcnsOfficehas no routtneresponsibilitiesfor the ccatlnued
-e and dispositionof tlmsenatives.W ~ectlon of the tempora~ ~e ●t
?lajuro wnderthe euperi-lm o f Hr. Eardisonwas formedwith pxmptnesu azwl
efficiency.Accord5mgto reportsreceivedhere,the otnstructlonis excellent~
The amltknce ad uo6pent50n provided by Mr. %rdlson end Ma
is ~atly appreciated.

POE THE COM?W?DEIU

/s/ B. Mwnley
E. lMmLET
Major Me ml,
chief of staff

as818tant6

U. S. A-
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